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Introduction
Empowering Telangana through Education: A Manifesto for the Upcoming Assembly Elections

Education plays a pivotal role in the pursuit of justice, the acquisition of wisdom, and understanding both
oneself and the world. It is through education that individuals gain the knowledge, critical thinking skills,
and empathy necessary to comprehend the complexities of societal issues, challenge injustice, and strive
for a fair and equitable world. Moreover, education fosters wisdom, as it encourages the cultivation of
a broader perspective and the ability to make informed decisions. It empowers individuals to not only
know themselves better but also to grasp the realities of the world around them, fostering a deeper
connection to the human experience and the global community.

As Telangana approaches a pivotal juncture in its journey, where the upcoming Assembly elections bear
the promise of shaping the future of the state, there is no arena more critical than education. The destiny
of any society is irrevocably interwoven with the caliber of its education system. In Telangana, education
isn't merely a policy concern; it's a potent instrument for transformation and progression. It's the driving
force that will dictate whether our state evolves into a thriving hub of innovation, knowledge, and pros-
perity, or merely plods along. As the country nears 8 decades of independence, the question remains
have we overcome the “life of contradictions” in our pursuit to achieve better education for everyone?
Although we have created a number of eminent institutions throughout the length and breadth of the
country in all fields, there remains a need to create more institutions that uphold the democratic valor
of the nation. Especially, in this State of Telangana, there is a need for us to build institutions that create
a benchmark for education standards, competing with international institutions in academics and infra-
structure.

This manifesto emerges from the collective voices of educators, students, parents, and concerned citi-
zens who recognize that education serves as the cornerstone upon which our dreams and aspirations
are built. The blueprint contained herein is dedicated to advancing a vision where every child in Tel-
angana has equitable access to quality education, regardless of their socioeconomic background or ge-
ographic location.

This manifesto is the embodiment of our resolve to surmount the formidable challenges that encumber
our educational landscape: budgetary constraints, teacher shortages, infrastructure deficits, and a lin-
gering academic pressure that tragically leads to student suicides. Furthermore, we address the issue of
drug abuse, which threatens to compromise the health and future of our youth.

Our proposals aren't merely a menu of reforms but a testament to the transformative power of educa-
tion. We aim to rekindle the spirit of inquiry and innovation, to fortify the foundation of the state's de-
velopment. As we present this manifesto, we strive to ignite a dialogue amongst stakeholders, encour-
aging open discussions and constructive debates that will sculpt the final framework for educational
progress

The road ahead is laden with challenges, but the stakes couldn't be higher. Together, let's take the helm
and steer the ship of Telangana's education towards a brighter horizon. Together, we shall empower
Telangana through education, harnessing its vast human potential and natural resources to lead our
state into a future resplendent with promise and opportunity.
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Analyzing the Alarming State Affairs:

1. The government is allocating a meagre single-digit percentage of GSDP towards
Education:

Telangana has seen a consistent fall in budgetary allocation for education in percentage terms from
10.89% in 2014-15 to 6.24% in 2022-23. The state has consistently allocated lower than the 15% average
allocated by other states. On average, the united Andhra Pradesh, prior to 2014, had allocated 14% of
the budget for the sector. The state manifestly fails to comply with the recommendations of the Kothari
Commission, which suggested 30% of the budget be earmarked towards education. !

2. No commission for a comprehensive study of the challenges and require-
ments emerging in the newly created state in the Education sector:

Telangana is a new state with several dreams and aspirations to be achieved. This development, for
any state, is dependent on the status of Education and literacy, the budgetspent on it and the schemes
designed for it. However, it is not possible to give education its due share without a comprehensive
understanding of the ground realities. A commission needs to be set up to study extensively the
state of Education, literacy rate (male and female), human development index, dropout from
schools and colleges, enrolment rate in higher studies, etc. and the influence of various param-
eters viz. social, cultural, economic backgrounds of the people of Telangana and propose the suggestive
measures to be taken up by the Government.

3. Telangana Minorities Residential Educational Institutions Society (TMRIES) is
functioning in temporary buildings and without a minority Sub-plan:

The inception of TMRIES by the Government of Telangana is a welcoming step. However, its stability
and developing future must be guaranteed. This can be achieved by a promising gesture of the Gov-
ernment, of creating a Minority sub-plan and inclusion of TMREIS under it. On the other hand, perma-
nent buildings should be constructed to strengthen TMRIES schools and colleges and land belonging to
the Wakf board can be utilized for the same. Vacant Urdu & Islamic studies positions in TMRIES must
be filled.

4. Most of the teaching Posts go vacant at State Universities:

The bleak condition of State universities requires urgent attention. Unfortunately, these universities
receive minimal funding. Newly established universities in TS and AP have less than 20% of the required
faculty. The lack of faculty is detrimental to students pursuing higher education in Telugu states. Nota-
bly, there has been no recruitment in undivided Andhra Pradesh for several years, with the last major
recruitment in state universities, including Osmania University, occurring in 1990.

1 https://thewire.in/education/telangana-education-sector-2023-budget
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